EAST TIMOR UPDATE








�
The Current Situation


     Mass murder, social havoc, and ruin are words which are still inadequate to describe the awful situation that has been created in East Timor following the ‘Popular Consultation’ conducted by the UN on August 30th. 


98% of the Timorese people took part in this referendum, and a huge majority of  78% opted to reject the status of ‘local autonomy under Indonesian sovereignty’, clearly preferring a transition to national independence.


      By the Accord which it signed at the UN on May 5th  the Indonesian Government is committed  to honour the outcome of this ballot even though formal ratification is required by the National Consultative Assembly (MPR) due to meet in October-November.


     However, the Indonesian Military has evidently not backed the Consultation nor has it accepted the result. There is indisputable  evidence that this powerful institution has been carrying out a detailed plan to frustrate the UN process and sustain the status quo. 


     The first part of this plan was to effect severe intimidation of the people in an effort to manipulate their vote in favour of the ‘autonomy option’. Large scale funding of a pro-autonomy campaign (contrary to the agreed prescriptions of the Accord) were an aspect of this attempted manipulation, but far more dreadful were the many murders, destruction of property, and warnings of worse horrors  to come.


     This terror was carried out by proxy ‘militias’ made up of  some coerced East Timorese but mostly comprising thugs and criminals imported from West Timor and elsewhere in Indonesia, and members of the notorious Kopassus forces who have been responsible for the worst human rights violations in Timor and on other islands of the archipelago. It is these forces who have been orchestrating the atrocities which have been widely perpetrated before and since the ballot.


     The extensive coverage given to these tragic events by the international media makes it unnecessary to detail here the horrors experienced by the long suffering Timorese people during the past few weeks. In summary, there have been numerous assassinations of well known pro independence sympathisers, especially among the young students. As many as 200,000 people have fled into the mountains and forests where they lack food, shelter and medical care. At least 100,000 have been forcibly deported to ‘refugee camps’ in West Timor where they remain prey to the marauding militias. Many thousands more have been transported to other islands of  Indonesia from which they cannot hope to return without international assistance, and where they also are very vulnerable to military-backed murderers.


Hundreds were killed by militias and military as they crossed into West Timor. There are sinister reports of whole ship loads of people being taken out to sea to an unknown fate, but as the craft have returned not much later emptied of their human cargo the very worst is feared.


After the international media, UN ballot monitors, and other observers were driven out by sustained violent threats little has been confirmed about the situation outside of the capital Dili, but telephone messages sent from Resistance leaders via satellite link describe the wholesale destruction of property and slaughter of livestock in what seems to be a ‘scorched earth’ policy. The intention appears to be to leave the East Timorese with nothing with which to begin their new life as an independent nation.


The deliberate annihilation of  infra-structure has included razing to the ground  a number of churches and church institutions such as schools, technical and agricultural colleges, orphanages, polyclinics and seminaries built up under great duress over the past twenty years.


Because the Catholic Church gave heart to the Timorese Resistance by its courageous defence of human rights many of the priests and religious have been deliberately targeted. At least twenty have been murdered as they tried to defend the people seeking sanctuary in their churches. Nobel Laureate Bishop Belo was helped to escape the country and is now doing what he can to encourage international action. His companion in the episcopate Bishop Basileo do Nascimento of the second diocese of  Baucau was injured trying to protect people hiding in his house and remains in the territory, reportedly in the ‘protection’ of Indonesian security forces.





International Peacekeeping Force





Under great pressure from many nations of the world the Government of Indonesia has lately accepted that its own ‘security forces’ were not effecting the secure environment in East Timor to which it was pledged under the New York Accord and agreed to allow a substantial military


contingent (entitled ‘InterFET’ and numbering about 8000 personnel) from an international  ‘coalition of the willing’ led by Australia. This is currently being deployed to re-establish order in the territory, and facilitate humanitarian aid to the thousands of refugees hiding in the hills. They hope for cooperation from the Indonesian Armed Forces (TNI) already present in the territory but the degree to which this will be offered is uncertain. InterFET has a ‘robust’ mandate from the UN Security Council. It is hoped that in due course they will be able to establish secure conditions into which the United Nations administration can return so as to assist in the process of East Timor’s transition to independence (as soon as that has received the formal ratification of the MPR).


On September 15th the UN Security Council unanimously adopted a Resolution mandating this force, and also requiring the safe return home of all refugees from wherever are currently located.  





UN Security Council Resolution 15.9.1999.





[These are the operative parts of the UN �Security Council resolution on East Timor, without the preamble]. ��The Security Council, �Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,��1. Condemns all acts of violence in East Timor, calls for their immediate �end, and demands that those responsible for such acts be brought to justice;


�2. Emphasises the urgent need for coordinated humanitarian assistance and the importance of allowing full, safe and unimpeded access by humanitarian �organisations and calls upon all parties to cooperate with such organisations �so as to ensure the protection of civilians at risk, the safe return of �refugees and displaced persons and the effective delivery of humanitarian aid;��3. Authorises the establishment of a multinational force under a unified command structure, pursuant to the request of the Government of Indonesia conveyed to the Secretary-General on 12 September 1999, with the following tasks: to restore peace and security in East Timor, to protect and support UNAMET in carrying out its tasks and, within force capabilities, to �facilitate humanitarian assistance operations, and authorises the States �participating in the multinational force to take all necessary measures to �fulfil this mandate;���4. Welcomes the expressed commitment of the Government of Indonesia to �cooperate with the multinational force in all aspects of the implementation �of its mandate, and looks forward to close coordination between the �multinational force and the Government of Indonesia;���5. Underlines the Government of Indonesia's continuing responsibility under the Agreements of 5 May 1999, taking into account the mandate of the �multinational force set out in paragraph 3 above, to maintain peace and security in East Timor in the interim phase between the conclusion of the popular consultation and the start of the implementation of its result and to guarantee the security of the personnel and premises of UNAMET; ��








6. Welcomes the offers by Member States to organise, lead and contribute to the multinational force in East Timor, calls on Member States to make further �contributions of personnel, equipment and other resources and invites Member States in a position to contribute to inform the leadership of the �multinational force and the Secretary-General;��7. Stresses that it is the responsibility of the Indonesian authorities to �take immediate and effective measures to ensure the safe return of refugees �to East Timor;��8. Notes that Article 6 of the Agreement of 5 May 1999 states that the �Governments of Indonesia and Portugal and the Secretary-General shall agree �on arrangements for a peaceful and orderly transfer of authority in East �Timor to the United Nations and requests the leadership of the multinational force to cooperate closely with the United Nations to assist and support those arrangements;��9. Stresses that the expenses for the force will be borne by the participating Member States concerned and requests the Secretary-General to establish a trust fund through which contributions could be channeled to the States or operations concerned;��10. Agrees that the multinational force should collectively be deployed in �East Timor until replaced as soon as possible by a United Nations �peacekeeping operation, and invites the Secretary-General to make prompt �recommendations on a peacekeeping operation to the Security Council;��11. Invites the Secretary-General to plan and prepare for a United Nations �transitional administration in East Timor, incorporating a United Nations peacekeeping operation, to be deployed in the implementation phase of the Popular Consultation (phase III) and to make recommendations as soon as possible to the Security Council;��12. Requests the leadership of the multinational force to provide periodic reports on progress towards the implementation of its mandate through the �Secretary-General to the Council, the first such report to be made within 14 �days of the adoption of this resolution;��13. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.�


Appeal by Bishop Belo





[Bishop Belo escaped to Darwin with the help of Australian agencies, and then flew to Lisbon via Heathrow, and on to Rome where he described the situation to Pope John Paul II. The following article was first published in the USA in Washington Post, 16.9.99] 


�‘While Diplomats Talk’.�By Carlos Belo�


Help Promised�When I last visited Washington two years ago, I met with President Clinton in the White House to discuss what was then a bad human rights situation in my native East Timor. At the conclusion of the meeting, for which I was �grateful, the president stated, in a friendly and sympathetic way, "We will �try to be more helpful." That help is vitally needed now for East Timor, a �former Portuguese colony illegally invaded and occupied by Indonesian forces in 1975.


�Merciless Attacks�Whatever the problems in East Timor were in 1997, they are infinitely worse �now: Put simply, the people of East Timor face the spectre of genocide. �Although President B. J. Habibie of Indonesia announced on Sunday that �international peacekeepers would be allowed into East Timor, nothing has �actually changed since then. In fact, merciless attacks on defenceless people �have continued without respite. My people face wholesale slaughter. Decisive action by President Clinton, the United States and the world is urgently �needed before it is too late.


 �Cyclone of violence�Since the Aug. 30 United Nations-sponsored referendum, when 78.5%  of those able to vote chose to become independent from Indonesia, a cyclone of violence orchestrated by Indonesian army elements has swept East Timor from �end to end. This is a monstrous effort to annul the people's choice, which �they made despite months of constant intimidation and killings aimed at �securing a vote in favour of Indonesian rule. Dili, the capital, is now a charred ghost town that has been completely depopulated.


Butchery�Many have been butchered by Indonesian forces, which are the true authors of �this tragedy -- a small group of local militia leaders could not exist �without army support and are a convenient fiction perpetrated by Indonesian �military intelligence to convince the world that the tragedy in East Timor is �a civil war rather than the war of conquest that it really is. More than half �of East Timor's 700,000 people have been forcibly removed from their homes, �many of which have been burned. 


�Persecution of the Church�Members of the clergy, Protestant as well as Catholic, have been murdered in cold blood by Indonesian troops, some for the simple act of defending �refugees. There is systematic persecution of the Catholic Church; our �structures have been demolished, as was my own residence and surrounding �buildings, where thousands of people, mainly women and children, had taken �sanctuary. During the assault on my home, as well as many other church �facilities in East Timor in recent days, numerous people have been killed. �Last week, I was compelled to take refuge abroad to alert the world to this evil campaign of annihilation. 


�Forced evacuations�Since early last week, hundreds of thousands of people have been herded at �gunpoint into trucks, boats and planes to be taken to Indonesian West Timor, �where they are subject to deadly treatment at the hands of gangs of �paramilitary thugs, and where East Timorese clergy are being persecuted. �Hundreds of thousands of others have fled into mountainous areas, where, �hunted by Indonesian troops with high-powered weapons, they face starvation. 


�Genocide�The world must contemplate the fact that by 1979 alone, at least 200,000 �people, or about a third of the original population of 688,000, had perished �from the combined effects of the war. There were many executions and deaths �in combat between guerrillas seeking independence and the Indonesian army, �but the vast majority died from war-related starvation that could have been �prevented had international relief agencies been granted prompt access to �East Timor by the Indonesian government.�Now the same thing is about to happen again, despite a tiny presence of Red Cross workers. In fact, all told, East Timorese people now in the countryside are facing extermination. We need an immediate, massive humanitarian relief �effort to avert a calamity. �


Appeal to the World�What is the world waiting for? An international peacekeeping force is �urgently needed to prevent the slaughter from proceeding, and it must arrive in East Timor right now, not in weeks or months, if an even more cataclysmic situation is to be avoided that would be a permanent stain on the world's conscience. Delays engineered by Indonesian military authorities pursuing a murderous scorched-earth policy away from the eyes of the world -journalists and most other foreign observers have been forced to leave because of the efforts of the army - must not be permitted. While diplomats talk, my country is being destroyed. �


Importance of Indonesia?�The Pentagon must use the full weight of its influence with the Indonesian �military to cease its campaign of violence. Moreover, the United States and other world powers should insist that Indonesian troops quickly withdraw if this tragic conflict is to end once and for all. The world's willingness to indulge Jakarta as it continues to claim sovereign rights in East Timor cannot be justified with heartless talk of the great importance of Indonesia, as if Indonesians are the only ones who matter.�


Arms Sales�The United States and other nations that have supported the Indonesian military with arms aid as well as diplomatic and financial backing since it first invaded East Timor and turned a blind eye until very recently have a solemn obligation to take concrete measures to avert further annihilation. �


The spirit to rebuild�After the terrible events of recent months, we must keep our spirits up, for �above all we must go back to rebuild. But we cannot accomplish this alone.





Letters & Action


[See Insert]


Project Progress


Aid to Refugees





Comments and  Information





Your comments and suggestions on this bulletin are welcome, as is further information which should be submitted to:


The Editor,


East Timor Update,


40 Park Lane,


Rothwell, Leeds LS26 0ES.


West Yorkshire.
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